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The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, interacted with the members of Self Help Groups from across the country 

and beneficiaries of Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana, through video bridge. The interaction covered over one crore 

women representing various Self Help Groups. This is the ninth interaction in the series by the Prime Minister 

through video conference with the beneficiaries of various Government schemes. He said that Self Help Groups 

play a very important role in the economic and social advancement of poor, especially for women from rural strata 

of society. In three years between 2011 and 2014, only five lakh Self Help Groups were formed covering 52 lakh 

families whereas additional 20 lakh Self Help Groups covering 2.25 core families were formed since 2014. At present 

there are 45 lakh Self Help Groups with active participation of around five crore women all over rural India. He 

urged the Self Help Groups to register in the Government e-Market Place (GeM) to sell their produce 

Source: Narendra Modi.in 

PM MODI THIRD MOST FOLLOWED WORLD LEADER ON TWITTER, 
MS. SUSHMA SWARAJ MOST POPULAR AMONG WOMEN LEADERS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is the third most followed world leader on Twitter with 42 million followers on his 

personal account @NarendraModi, according to a study on ‘world leaders on social media’ conducted by 

communications firm Burson Cohn & Wolfe (BCW). The official account of the Prime Minister @PMOIndia boasts of 

the fourth largest following with 26 million followers. 

Ms. Sushma Swaraj, India’s External Affairs Minister also made it to the top 10 list of the most followed world 

leaders, with more than 10 million followers on Twitter. She also happens to be the most followed female world 

leader, as well as Foreign Minister on Twitter with 11 million followers. 

Source: Indian Express 

NEW VISA RULES FOR SPOUSES OF INDIAN NATIONALS
Spouses of the Indian nationals getting married abroad will no longer have to face difficulties in converting their 

tourist visa to dependent visa as the government plans to change existing rules. As per the visa manual, tourist visa 

can be converted to X2 visa only when the marriage takes place in India and gets registered within the validity of 

the present tourist visa. "We are doing away with the particular rule and simplifying it so that irrespective of the 

place of the wedding, the foreign spouse can convert their tourist visa to dependent visa," a senior Home Ministry 

official said. With the amendment of the visa rules and streamlining the process, the conversion of tourist visa to X2 

would be allowed even if the marriage takes place on foreign soil. However, the facility will not be offered to the 

nationals of Pakistan, Afghanistan, Sudan and Iraq, and citizens of Pakistani origin and stateless persons. 

Source: Khaleej Times  
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PM INTERACTS WITH OVER 1 CRORE WOMEN FROM SELF HELP 
GROUPS ACROSS THE COUNTRY

INDIA BECOMES WORLD'S SIXTH LARGEST ECONOMY
India has become the world's sixth-biggest economy, pushing France into seventh place, according to updated World 

Bank figures for 2017.  India's gross domestic product (GDP) amounted to $2.597 trillion at the end of last year, 

against $2.582 trillion for France. India has doubled its GDP within a decade and is expected to power ahead as a key 

economic engine in Asia, even as China slows down.  According to the International Monetary Fund (IMF), India is 

projected to generate growth of 7.4 per cent this year and 7.8 per cent in 2019, boosted by household spending and a 

tax reform. This compares to the world's expected average growth of 3.9 per cent. 

Source: Times of India 
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CLOSE TO 32 CRORE BANK ACCOUNTS OPENED UNDER JAN DHAN 
YOJANA

The government has opened close to 32 crore bank accounts for low-income groups under the Pradhan Mantri Jan 

Dhan Yojana (PMJDY).  Out of 32 crore accounts, approximately 16.87 crore accounts were opened for female 

beneficiaries in both rural and urban settings. The scheme was launched in 2014 to ensure that people from weaker 

sections of the society and low-income groups get access to basic financial services like a savings account, insurance 

and pension. Beneficiaries of the scheme would also be eligible to get a RuPay debit card; there are currently about 

24 crore such cardholders. 

Earlier this year, total deposits in Jan Dhan accounts crossed the Rs 80,000 crore mark, with more people joining up. 

The 2017 World Bank Global Findex Report cited the success of the scheme and said that demonetisation was 

instrumental in the success. 

Source: Times of India 
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THERE IS AN INDIAN HAND IN EVERY MERCEDES-BENZ RUNNING 
AROUND THE WORLD

“There is an Indian hand in every Mercedes-Benz running around the world,” said Ola Källenius, the global research 

&development head of the largest luxury car maker. The Indian R&D setup for Mercedes-Benz has metamorphosed 

from a tiny division with 20 staffers in Bengaluru, the IT capital of India, a couple of decades ago into a powerhouse 

of 5,000 engineers that is contributing significantly to new-age technology. 

That acknowledgement is true not only for the German company but other leading car manufacturers investing in 

the future of automobile technology. The Indian hand’s presence is being felt in a world that is being disrupted by 

CASE – connected, autonomous, shared mobility and electric. The Indian base is already churning out software codes 

for Mercedes-Benz’s autonomous and connected cars for the future. 

While it will take years before autonomous, connected and electric cars hit the road in India, thousands of engineers 

based in the country are contributing to developing these critical solutions for the future. The focus on future 

automobile technologies has drawn other manufacturers to India, too, lured by the quality of talent available in the 

country and affordability. “Such is the depth of talent in India that connected and autonomous technology are the 

two main areas where the country already plays a key role. Engineers here often say there is nothing an engineer in 

India can’t do compared to one in Germany,” Källenius said 

Source: Economic Times 

TRAVEL FROM AYODHYA TO RAMESHWARAM TO COLOMBO IN 
RAMAYANA EXPRESS

The Indian Railways has decided to launch a train service from November 14 that will cover all locations that are 

linked to the famous Hindu epic Ramayana – a journey that will start from a visit to Ayodhya, the birthplace of 

Hindu god Ram, and end at Colombo in Sri Lanka, where Sita was held captive by Ravan. The train, which will be 

called Sri Ramayana Express, would travel from Ayodhya to Colombo via Rameshwaram. It would take total 16 days 

to cover the Ramayana circuit that includes all the religious places. Those who want to cover the last leg of the 

religious journey would have to opt for a flight from Chennai to Colombo. The journey within India would cost 

around Rs 15,120 per person, covering major expenses of train fare, onboard train meals, night stays, changing and 

washroom facilities at dharamshalas. 

Source: Business Today.in 
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INDIA-INDONESIA INVESTMENT FORUM (IIIF) ORGANIZED IN BANDA ACEH 
ON 9 JULY 2018

FIRST INDIA-INDONESIA INVESTMENT FORUM (IIIF) INAUGURATED IN BANDA ACEH ON 9 JULY 2018 BY THE 

INDIAN DELEGATION LED BY AMBASSADOR PRADEEP K. RAWAT IN COLLABORATION WITH PADA, 

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA AND PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT OF 

ACEH & NORTH SUMATRA TO EXPLORE THE POTENTIAL OF COOPERATION AND TO ENHANCE BUSINESS 

CONNECTIVITY BETWEEN THE PROVINCES IN SUMATRA ISLANDS OF INDONESIA AND ANDAMAN AND 

NICOBAR ISLANDS OF INDIA.
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VISIT OF INDIAN NAVAL SHIP “SUMITRA“ TO SABANG PORT IN INDONESIA ON 
10 JULY 2018 
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VISIT OF INDIAN NAVAL SHIP “SUMITRA” TO SABANG PORT IN INDONESIA ON 10 

JULY 2018. THIS IS THE FIRST TIME THAT AN INDIAN NAVAL SHIP HAS VISITED 

THE PORT OF SABANG.
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BHARAT KO JANIYE QUIZ 2018-19 / KNOW INDIA QUIZ 2018-19
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11TH WORLD HINDI CONFERENCE
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INGREDIENTS: 

1 kg chicken, washed and cut into 
medium sized pieces 
1 cup small onions, shallots 
1 cup chopped tomatoes 
1/2 tsp turmeric pwd 
10-12 curry leaves 
1 cup coconut milk 
fresh coriander leaves for 
garnish 
salt to taste 
1 tbsp oil 

Make a paste: 

2 green chillis 
8 garlic flakes 
1″ ginger 
1 tsp poppy seeds (soak in warm 
water for 10 mts) 
Roast and make a powder: 
1/2 tsp pepper corns 
1/2 tsp cumin seeds 
3/4 tsp fennel seeds 
1 1/2 tbsps coriander seeds 
6-8 dry red chillies 
2 cardamoms 
1″ cinnamon 
6-7 curry leaves 
1/2 tsp oil 

CHETTINAD CHICKEN MASALA

\

FLAVOR'S OF INDIA

HOW TO PREPARE: 

Drizzle a vessel with oil and roast the cumin seeds, coriander 
seeds, peppercorns, fennel seeds, red chillis, cardamoms, 
cinnamon and curry leaves on medium heat stirring constantly 
for 2 mts. Remove from fire, cool and grind to a powder.Make a 
paste of the ginger, garlic, green chillies and poppy seeds. Keep 
aside.Heat oil in a cooking vessel, add the small onions and 
curry leaves and saute till transparent. Add the ground paste 
and cook for a minute before adding the chicken and cook on 
high heat for approx 4 mts and do stir the chicken once in a 
while.Reduce to medium heat, add salt, turmeric pwd and 
tomatoes and combine well. Let the chicken cook in this for 4-5 
mts, uncovered.Now add the coconut milk and transfer the 
contents to a pressure cooker. Pressure cook for 4 mts or until 
one whistle. Open lid and combine well.Finally add the ground 
masala pwd and cook for 3 mts. Turn off heat and garnish with 
fresh coriander leaves.Serve hot with rice, biryani, chapatis or 
dosas. 

Source : bestindiancooking 
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\SCUBA DIVING IN ANDAMAN: 15 UNEXPLORED SITES 
TO UNRAVEL THE COLORS OF THE OCEAN (PART 2) 

In and around Neil Island 

Best diving spots in Neil Island 

If you’re thinking of scuba diving in Andaman, Neil Island has to be on your list. This tiny island is ideal for

those looking for complete peace. A two-hour stroll is enough to explore the whole island, which is actually

affluent in terms of biodiversity. Not just the land, even the underwater world is a fairly unexplored. 

6. Margherita’s Mischief – Myriad shades of life under water 

Depth: 7-16 meters 

Suitable for: All 

Having smooth current, Margherita’s Mischief is not

quite a mischief. It is in fact a calm diving spot with

crystal clear water and boulders on the soft sand.

Dugongs are often spotted here, and you may also get to

see Batfish, Pufferfish, Blue-spotted stingrays,

Angelfish, Soldierfish and Yellow Snappers. 

Depth: 7-16 meters 

Suitable for: All 
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crystal clear water and boulders on the soft sand.
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Feedback/Suggestions:
We welcome suggestions/feedback of

our readers on e-bulletin. Kindly send

your views to us on

info.india.jakarta@gmail.com 

7. K Rock – Diving near a volcanic rock 

Depth: 12-19 meters 

Suitable for: All 

K Rock is perfect for all levels of divers, thanks to the easy

current. As the name suggests, it is a volcanic rock that’s

huge and stands on a sandy seabed. Butterflyfish,

Soldierfish, Snappers and Sweetlips are frequently seen

around the K Rock. 
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Suitable for: All 

K Rock is perfect for all levels of divers, thanks to the easy

current. As the name suggests, it is a volcanic rock that’s

huge and stands on a sandy seabed. Butterflyfish,

Soldierfish, Snappers and Sweetlips are frequently seen

around the K Rock. 

9. Junction – Adventure for experts 

Depth: 22-30 meters 

Suitable for: Intermediate and experts 

Located between Neil Island and Havelock Island, Junction

is a paradise for divers who seek a little adventure. One can

find numerous soft corals, surrounded by Lionfishes. Marlin,

Trevally and Barracudas and reef sharks are spotted too.

The current of this diving spot can be strong, and thus this is

not ideal for beginners. 

Depth: 22-30 meters 

Suitable for: Intermediate and experts 

Located between Neil Island and Havelock Island, Junction

is a paradise for divers who seek a little adventure. One can

find numerous soft corals, surrounded by Lionfishes. Marlin,

Trevally and Barracudas and reef sharks are spotted too.

The current of this diving spot can be strong, and thus this is

not ideal for beginners. 

Depth: 14-20 meters 

Suitable for: All 

This gently sloping seabed is located on the western ends

of Neil Islands. Bus Stop has a sandy bottom with small

reefs, and is perfect for an exhilarating diving

experience. 

8. Bus Stop – A sloping seabed with small reefs 


